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EARTH DAY IS EVERYDAY AT MANY CHICAGO AREA FACILITIES

In the month of April, many groups and companies host events to capture some of that eco-friendly
Earth Day buzz.  But an innovative group in Chicago is making huge strides year-round, reaching
millions of citizens with engaging and impact-reducing sustainability programs.

From the airports to the convention center to stadiums, special events and more, a growing number
of Chicago’s largest entities have implemented successful Green initiatives, targeting waste and
energy use reduction, public education and beyond. The Chicago Sustainability Task Force (CSTF)
was reborn in 2014 to inspire collaboration amongst these large-scale facilities and
event organizations. With help from sustainability leaders and government agencies providing
resources and guidance in developing programs and measuring impact, millions of people
are reached and thousands of tons of material are put to better use. This organization provides a
forum for operators to speak honestly about their challenges, swap scaleable solutions, and tour
other members’ facilities.

On-Going Green Initiatives and Successes Include:

Chicago Public Schools’ recycling program is being enhanced again, as they pilot organics
recycling (a.k.a. food scrap composting) at five (5) district schools.
The Chicago Department of Aviation is keenly focused on environmental initiatives. They
developed the nation’s first Green Concessions Policy, hosts the industry-leading Airports
Going Green conference, and is building a 10,000 square foot green roof.
Its many advancements in sustainability have earned McCormick Place LEED certification,
ASTM Standard-Level One certification, an Illinois Governor’s Sustainability Award and most
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recently, the US-EPA Food Recovery Challenge Award.
The Bank of America Shamrock Shuffle, introduced its 40,000 participants and thousands of
spectators to a four-stream waste program – diverting organics, recyclables, and plant-based
beer cups from landfill – with a strong educational message and outreach program.
Grains used to brew beer on-site at Hofbrauhaus at MB Financial Park in Rosemont
are collected and fed to happy cows at Robinson farms… over 52 tons per year!
UIC’s Office of Sustainability has a dual role of educating the 27,000 students and improving
the initiatives on the campus.  Their office is hosting 40 Eco-Events for Earth Month this year,
and boasts many sustainability successes, including recycling over 800 tons of office paper
per year.
Allstate Arena, a sports and entertainment arena with over 1.5 million attendees per year,
won the US EPA’s Gold Achievement Award for Public Venue Recycling and Food Recovery
Challenge Award for their multi-faceted and impactful “Green For a Reason” program.

Greater details, stats and hi-res photos are available for these examples and more.

The Chicago Sustainability Task Force is a community partner of the Green Sports Alliance Summit,
being held in June at McCormick Place, at which the CSTF will host a Chicago Leaders Lunch – to
bring a wider audience in step with the direction of Chicago’s sustainability programs.  With a more
unified approach to sustainability, the implementation will become more streamlined and
more citizens of and visitors to Chicago will expect a higher level of environmental responsibility.

To learn more: https://www.facebook.com/chicagosustainabilitytaskforce 

https://sustainability.uic.edu/earthmonth

Chicago Sustainability Task Force (CSTF) Is a group of large facility operators, event organizers,
sustainability experts and other stakeholders taking actions to improve the
environmental efficiency of their operations, share and promote best practices and
policies, influence and strengthen local ‘sustainability’ infrastructure, and develop consistent
programs and messaging city-wide. The growing list of members includes: Chicago Department of
Aviation, Chicago Public Schools, Soldier Field, SAVOR…at McCormick Place, Illinois Sustainable
Technology Center, US-EPA, United Airlines, Goose Island Beer Company, University of Illinois
at Chicago, Chicago Event Management/Bank of America Chicago Marathon, NatureWorks and
Bright Beat.
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For more information, contact Bright Beat:

Stephanie Katsaros

steph@brightbeat.com
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